
Format Description for USAP Fluorometer Data 

Data is received by the RVDAS system via RS‐232 serial connections. The data files that comprise the 
rvdas data set are described below. A time tag is added to each line of data received and the data is 
written to disk.  

  YY+DDD:HH:MM:SS.SSS [data stream from instrument] 

Where, YY: two‐digit year, DDD: Julian Day, HH: 2 digit hours, MM: 2 digit minutes SS.SSS: seconds. All 
times are UTC.  

The delimiters used to separate fields in the raw data files are usually spaces and commas, but other 
delimiters are used (::, =, @) and occasionally there is no delimiter. Care should be taken when 
reprocessing the data that the field separations are clearly understood. Example data strings of the 
loggers follow.  

Underway Data /rvdas/nav 

Fluorometer (ndfl)  

18+121:00:00:21.785 99/99/99    99:99:99        0.71    695     155     559 

Field Data Format  Unit  

1  RVDAS time tag  yy+ddd:hh:mm:ss.sss  UTC  

2  Ignore  x.x  n/a  

3  Ignore  x.x  n/a  

4  Chlorophyll Signal  xx.xx  μg/l  

5  Wavelength (Not used)  xxx  nanometers  

6  Chlorophyll Counts  xxxx  Counts  

7  Internal Thermistor (Not used)  xxx  Therm  

 

 


