
Gray snapper
Lutjanus griseus

Pargo prieto

Description
Range: The gray snapper, a bony fish of the family Lutjanidae, is found in the 
western Atlantic from New England to southeastern Brazil and throughout the 
shelf waters of the Gulf of Mexico. The gray snapper is particularly abundant off 
south and southwest Florida.

Habitat: This snapper inhabits waters to depths of approximately 130 meters, and 
is considered to be among the more common snappers inshore. Adults are 
demersal and midwater fish, found around mangroves, sandy grassbeds, and 
coral reefs and over sandy, muddy, and rocky bottoms in rocky areas. Juveniles 
inhabit estuaries, mangrove areas and the lower reaches of coastal rivers.

Feeding and Behavior: A predator, the gray snapper feeds on fish and 
crustaceans found in open areas of reef tops. Juveniles are primarily diurnal 
feeders, with crustaceans representing a large portion of their diet. Adults are 
nocturnal feeders and tend to eat more fish than crustaceans. During the day, 
adults form compact schools over reefs whereas juveniles form loose 
aggregations. Both will congregate around docks where refuse and fish scraps are 
discarded.

Reproduction: Spawning occurs throughout adult areas during the summer 
months from June to August. Nursery areas are in estuaries, as is the case for 
other snappers. An important nursery area is in the south Florida mangroves.

Movement: In the Florida Keys, adult gray snapper move offshore to spawn in the 
summer and then return inshore.

Fisheries: The gray snapper is an important component of the south Florida 
snapper/ grouper fishery. It is marketed mostly fresh and the flesh is considered 
excellent. This species is a highly esteemed sport fish harvested along the east 
Florida coast and the Keys.
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