
Description

Range: The king mackerel is a bony fish of the family Scombridae. This mackerel is 
found in the western Atlantic from New England to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and 
throughout the Gulf of Mexico.

Habitat: A pelagic fish, the king mackerel is found from the shore to 200-meter depths. 
This species is found in oceanic waters and seldom ventures into brackish waters. 
Juveniles occasionally use estuaries.

Feeding and Behavior: King mackerel feed throughout the water column on other 
fishes such as herrings, jacks, and drums. Some shrimp and squid are also eaten. A 
schooling species when young, larger fish occur in small groups or singly and are often 
found around structures such as wrecks and oil rigs.

Reproduction: The spawning and nursery areas of king mackerel are located 
throughout the range. Spawning takes place from May to November.

Movement: King mackerel migrate in the spring from south Florida to the northern 
Gulf. During the cooler fall season, migration occurs from the northern part of the Gulf 
to south Florida. Large fish (14 kilograms and larger) are found off the Louisiana coast in 
the winter, especially near oil rigs.

Fisheries: The large winter concentrations of king mackerel in the Florida Keys and 
southeast Florida are the basis of a major commercial fishery. There is also a 
commercial fishery in Mexico off Veracruz and the northern Yucatan Peninsula. When 
king mackerel move to the northern Gulf, they are fished primarily by recreational 
fishermen. (See legend note for details.) Catches are marketed both fresh and frozen.

References: Beaumariage, D.S., 1973; Berrien, P., and D. Finan, 1977b; Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, 1981 b; Naughton, S.P., andC.H. Saloman, 1981.
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