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[ b Reproduction: The spawning and nursery areas of king mackerel are located
throughout the range. Spawning takes place from May to November.
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Al Movement: King mackerel migrate in the spring from south Florida to the northern

‘ Gulf. During the cooler fall season, migration occurs from the northern part of the Gulf
to south Florida. Large fish (14 kilograms and larger) are found off the Louisiana coast in
| ogo the winter, especially near oil rigs.
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i , Fisheries: The large winter concentrations of king mackerel in the Florida Keys and
f - southeast Florida are the basis of a major commercial fishery. There is also a
L‘j = '::., IS\ Exclusive Economic Zone | commercial fishery in Mexico off Veracruz and the northern Yucatan Peninsula. When
: s i) Ea TSl king mackerel move to the northern Gulf, they are fished primarily by recreational

fishermen. (See legend note for details.) Catches are marketed both fresh and frozen.

References: Beaumariage, D.S., 1973; Berrien, P., and D. Finan, 1977b; Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 1981 b; Naughton, S.P., andC.H. Saloman, 1981.
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Adult area is also spawning area from May to November and year-round nursery area.
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A. Ft. Myers Beach to Key West — December to March
: Golpge e [ : S ) B. Jupiter to Palm Beach Inlet - December to March
444444 : | ZF Y R : G et g Vi N C. Ft. Pierce to Sebastian Inlet - November to April
b i G D. Southwest coast of Louisiana - Year-round
E. Southwest Gulf — Spring and Fall
F. Northern Yucatan coast - Fall and Winter

**Seasons for recreational fishing are as follows:

1. Texas - May to August

2. Louisiana — November to March

3. Mississippi, Alabama - April to November

4. Pensacola to Cape San Blas - June to September

5. Cape San Blas to Tampa Bay - March to August

6. Tampa Bay to Florida Bay — March to August

7. Florida Keys — December to February

8. Miami Beach to Cape Canaveral - December to February; June to August
9. Cape Canaveral to Fernandian Beach - May to August
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Sources for Base Map: =
National Ocean Survey World Aeronautical Charts, 1980, No.CJ-25, 4th ed., No.CJ-26, 4th ed:,Scale 1:1,000,000; Patria Series — Mapas de los Estados (Mexico): Quintana Roo, Map No.22, Scale unknown, Yucatan, Map No.30, Scale 1:1 .00({ , Campeche, Map No.4, Scale 1:800,000, Tabasco, Map No.26, Sc:ale 1:600,000, Vera Cruz,\Map No..
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