
Description

Range: The Spanish mackerel, a bony fish of the family Scombridae, is found along the 
coast of the western Atlantic from New England to the northern Yucatan Peninsula and 
throughout the coastal zone of the Gulf of Mexico.

Habitat: The Spanish mackerel is a pelagic species found in estuaries and on the 
continental shelf to depths of 100 meters. This fish can tolerate brackish to oceanic 
waters.

Feeding and Behavior: A carnivore, the Spanish mackerel feeds throughout the water 
column on small fishes, especially herrings. Some shrimp and squid are also eaten. A 
schooling fish, the Spanish mackerel is often found in association with bluefish, king 
mackerel, cero, little tunny, and Atlantic bonito.

Reproduction: Spawning grounds are located offshore. The spawning season of the 
Spanish mackerel is April to September with spawning occurring more than once per 
season. Spawning is believed to occur at night. Year-round nursery areas are found in 
estuaries and coastal waters.

Movement: Spanish mackerel move from south Florida into the northeast Gulf and 
return to Florida in the fall. One tag recovery indicated some movement of individuals 
from Texas waters to Veracruz, Mexico in the fall. Large aggregations occur in south 
Florida in the winter.

Fisheries: Prized for its high quality flesh, the Spanish mackerel is harvested 
commercially in south Florida and northwest Florida to Louisiana with catches 
marketed both fresh and frozen. Recreational fishermen harvest this fish throughout its 
U.S. range. In Mexico, commercial fishing occurs off Veracruz and the Yucatan 
Peninsula.
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