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Position

Contents



Instructions

1 - 30


Station Name



Left justify, blank fill.

For lightships pull name off official name list provided by NCDC; if unsure of match then key as it appears on form.

31


,




Comma delimited

32-36


WBAN Number


Provided by NCDC as part of the official name list for lightships.  If no match then use a negative number

unique for the lightship (e.g. -1234).  This will allow us to identify and correct later.  We do not expect this to be a problem as all lightships will be identified for keying.

37


,




Comma delimited

38 - 41


Year




e.g. 1947

42


,




Comma delimited

43- 44


Month




Month = 01-12

45


,




Comma delimited

46-47


Date of Observation


Day of the month (01-31). 




(Day)

48


,




Comma delimited

49


Time Indicator



0 = Time entered but no letter designator following the time, 









e.g. entry = 0900









1 = time entered is 









Greenwich Mean Time, often









abbreviated as GCT, GMT 








or Z.



50


,




Comma delimited

51-54


Time of observation


The times represent a 24 hour








clock. Entries may range from 0000-2400. e.g. if entry = 0059, then positions 52-55 = 0059.

55


,




Comma delimited

-


International index number

Do not key this parameter

56


N (total amount clouds)

N - The fraction of the celestial dome covered by cloud, in eighths  (0-9, /).

57


,




Comma delimited

58-59


dd Wind direction (36 pt)

Wind direction 00-36. 








 However, in cases where








 the true wind speed exceeds








 99 knots, 50 is added to 









“dd” and only the wind speed  









in excess of 100 knots will be








reported as “ff”.
60


,




Comma delimited 

61-62


ff (Wind Speed) 


Wind speed reported in knots, right justify zero fill.

63


,




Comma delimited

64-65


VV (visibility)



Visibility coded (VV= 90-99)

66


,




Comma delimited

67-68


ww (present weather)


Present weather code (ww), code figures = 00-99.  

69


,




Comma delimited

70


W (past weather)


Past weather code figures 0-9. 

71


,




Comma delimited

72-74


PPP Pressure (mbs)


Millibars to tenths, last three 



(Sea level pressure)


figures of the sea level pressure entered under 





 


under parameter PPP.  Right 









justify, decimal implied.

75


,




Comma delimited

76


Temperature/



If both air temperature and  




Dew Point 



dew point are oC temperature 



Indicator



indicator = 1. 









If both air temperature and dew point are oF temperature indicator = 2.









If air temperature is oC and









dew point is oF indicator = 3. 









If air temperature is oF and 









dew point is oC indicator = 4.









If oC or oF does not appear on form leave temperature indicator field blank.
77


,




Comma delimited

78-81


TT Air Temperature


Dry bulb temperatures may 



(Dry Bulb Temperature)

be recorded in degrees








Fahrenheit or degrees 
Centigrade. It is assumed that all temperatures reported on an observational form are on the same temperature scale. Right justify, blank fill. Position 78 = sign field. Positive = blank, negative = dash (-). e.g. if entry is -1, then









Position 78 = -









Position 79-80 = blank









Position 81 = 1









e.g. if entry is 89









Position 78-79 = blank









Positions 80-81 = 89

82


,




Comma delimited

83-85


Dew Point Temperature

Dew Point temperatures may be recorded in degrees Fahrenheit or degrees Centigrade. It is assumed that all temperatures reported on an observational form are on the same temperature scale. Right justify, blank fill. Position 83 = sign field. Positive = blank, negative = dash (-).

86


,




Comma delimited

87


a  Characteristic of 


Characteristic of pressure 



pressure change


tendency during the three 






hours preceding the time of the observations, code figures (0-8).

88


,




Comma delimited

89-90


pp Amount of 



Amount of pressure tendency 




pressure change


(change) at station during the three hours preceding the time of the observation, expressed in tenths of millibars; e.g. if 0.7 mbs, then:









Position 89 = 0









Position 90 = 7

91


,




Comma delimited

92


Sea Water Temperature

1 = Centigrade




Indicator



2 = Fahrenheit









If oC or oF does not appear on form leave sea water temperature indicator field blank.

93


,




Comma delimited

94-95


909TwTw Sea Water


Sea water temperature may 




Temperature



be recorded in whole degrees Fahrenheit or whole degrees Centigrade. Right justify, blank fill. Do not key the leading three digits (909). Key only the last two digit values. e.g. if entry is 90918









Position 94 = 1









Position 95 = 8

96


,




Comma delimited

· 

Wave group indicator


Do not key this parameter

97-98


dwdw Direction



dwdw  - wave direction 



from which waves


(direction from which they 



are coming



come) (code figures = 00-36, 









49). 50 is added to the direction (code figures become 50-86, 99) to change the wave height scale. 

99


,




Comma delimited

100


Pw  Period of waves


 Pw is a coded value; code figures = (0-9, /)

101


,




Comma delimited

102


Hw  Height of waves


Hw is a coded value; code figures = (0-9, /)
1. Whenever an element field has a value to be keyed, but the value cannot be determined because of illegibility or non-recognizable characters by the keyer then place a tilde (~) in the last position of that element field.  This will provide the data user with information that an entry was made by the observer but could not be keyed. If sufficiently interested the user can view the image. 

2. When the keyers encounter a “/” or “x” then they are to key a dash (-). 

